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give one example.   It is that of a poor Chinese Pilgrim, whose
brief history is given us by I-Tsing.   His name was Shang-tih.

The narrative is this: "Shang-tih, a contemplative priest, of
Ping-chau. He longed for the joys of the Western Paradise, and,
with the view of being born there, he devoted himself to a life
of purity and religion (reciting the name of Buddha). He vowed
to write out the whole of the Prajna-Stitra, occupying 10,000
chapters. Desiring to worship the sacred vestiges, a&d so by this
to secure for himself the greater merit, with a view to a birth in
that heaven, he travelled through the nine provinces (of China),
desiring wherever he went to labour in the conversion of men
and to write the sacred .books. Coming to the coast, he embarked
in a ship for Kalinga. Thence he proceeded by sea to the Malaya
country, and thence wishing to go to Mid-India, he embarked
in a merchant-ship for that purpose. Being taken in a storm,
"the ship began to founder, and the sailors and merchants were
all struggling with one another to get aboard a little boat that
was near. The captain of the ship being a believer, and anxious
to save the priest, called out to him with a loud voice to come
aboard the boat, but Shang-tih replied, f I will not come; save
the other people.' And so he remained silently absorbed, as if
a brief term of life were agreeable to one possessed of the heart
of B6dhi. Having refused all help, he clasped his hands in
adoration, and looking towards the west, he repeated the sacred
name of Amita, and when the ship went down these were his
last words. He was about fifty years of age. He had a follower
unknown to me, who also perished with his master, also calling
on the name of Amita Buddha."

We cannot doubt that this idea of the Eternal One was, in
the first place, borrowed from the boundless Time of the Zoroastrian
belief, and became merged in the idea of Mithras, the glorious
light; and so the Amita of the Chinese is both the eternal and
the altogether glorious.

The worship of Kwan-yin or Avalokiteshvara, the looking-
down Grod, the personification of Mercy, is equally common in
China. This Being is sometimes represented as a Female with a
child on her knee, at other times as a youth or a (rod. The
Chinese everywhere invoke her aid. There is a Liturgy, as complex
as any Western manual of the same sort, used for her worship:
and the Eitual itself is very imposing.

I presume this idea of Kwan-yin was introduced into China
with that of Amita Buddha, and that both were derived from the
Persian. The worship of Mithras and Anahita, the pure Goddess
of the Waters, was a favourite one in the times of Artaxerxes
Mnemon; and, from, his patronage, is said to have extended from